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The Senior Issue

       

than just a personal legacy-- they are meant to 
leave a lasting impact on the generations of 
IMSA students who have followed a similar 
journey and the members of the IMSA 
community who desire to hear our stories.

Hear our "Seniors Speak" about 
their meaningful 3 years at IMSA. 
These reflections, advice and 
aspirations are meant to be more 
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Seniors Speak Madison Dong
Dear Future You

Hey friendo,

In 2017, you’re probably reading this for the first time. Hi. 
Years in the future, in 2027 or 2037 or some other year, you may also be reading Years in the future, in 2027 or 2037 or some other year, you may also be reading 
this. And to you, future someone, I also say hello. You may have found me by 
cleaning out your basement and stumbling upon a cardboard box in which this 
Senior Edition is tucked between a framed picture of your childhood dog and a 
stack of IMSA T-shirts. You may have blown off the dust and coughed a little, and 
then, maybe, just maybe, you were swept by a wave of nostalgia that took you back 
in time. And when that happens, and you’re reading over all the other Mosts and 
Wills from my fellow seniors—my best friends—I hope you read this, too. And Wills from my fellow seniors—my best friends—I hope you read this, too. And 
when you do, let me know. Shoot me a message.
Because eighteen year-old Madison is young, reckless, naïve, and doesn’t have 
much to say in a Senior Speaks. But maybe forty-eight year-old Madison will, 
because she’ll actually be a ‘senior’ (ha ha…ha).
So maybe this is stupid and will lead to prank calls/text messages, but here’s my 
contact information. No matter who you are, future someone—ex-classmate, 
underclassman, staff, alumni—I want to meet you and talk about you. About me, 
about life, about everything.
I’ll pay for lunch.

Love,
Madison Dong
(309) 825-1983(309) 825-1983
madisonfdong@gmail.com
@imonthetoilet on Instagram (See, I really am young and stupid. This username 
will probably change when I start applying for jobs, so just look up my name 
instead)
and of course, Facebook.
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Seniors Speak Abby Mungcal
Proof You’ve Done Amazing Things

The Senior Issue
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Because in that moment I had captured, you were so in the 
moment, so focused in your sport or presentation or 
performance or activity.  

 My favorite pictures were always the ones where someone is  My favorite pictures were always the ones where someone is 
grinning and don’t know someone is taking a picture, but they 
look completely and utterly happy. Those photos are the reasons 
I have spent hours with a camera in my hand.  Seeing people 
happy and accomplishing things without even realizing it and 
capturing moments of achievement and joy in between late 
nights writing papers and two hour naps is what makes me 
happy.happy.

 They tell you photos should tell a story. I hope the ISP pictures 
you find on Facebook tell the story of IMSA students who have 
accomplished amazing things. I hope you remember you are 
among these students. I hope these photographs are physical 
proofs of a moment you were happy that last a lifetime.  Maybe 
they’ll be a reminder that being a little tired through your years 
at IMSA was worth it. I hope they remind you that you have done 
great things and have made people smile.great things and have made people smile.

 And if you don’t believe me, at the very least, know that you 
have made me completely happy.



Seniors Speak Dhara Patel
Last Clash, Best Clash
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Seniors Speak Neha Verma and Eshan Mehrotra
SIR Reforms: A Response

The Senior Issue

W The SIR Department Requires Long-Term, 
Irreversible Commitment to a Project

We... cannot even begin to
describe the importance of the
SIR program to IMSA.
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The SIR Department is Not Effectively  
Dealing with Students and Mentors

IMSAloquium 2016

off-campus 
investigations

150+

IMSAloquium 2017

off-campus 
investigations

42
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Seniors Speak Amarachi Okoli
Let Others Speak For You
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Seniors Speak Jill Nelson
Let The Future Work Itself Out

C



16

Seniors Speak Heena Srivastava
Big Talk
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Seniors Speak Justin Xu
Idle Thoughts

 
 It’s nice to break free from the monotony of everyday life as a 
student. The past couple of weeks, I’ve frequently found myself 
contemplating my satisfaction with life. Although I spent a lot of 
time trying to search for excitement and variation to combat 
boredom, I still felt an overwhelming melancholy.

 Every day felt like a bore, dragging on and on. Every day felt like a bore, dragging on and on.

 Wake up. Go to school. Sleep.

 Throughout the school day, I find myself looking forward to  Throughout the school day, I find myself looking forward to 
the last mod, and an opportunity to break free from the 
academics, if only for a moment. Such relief is only met with the 
mounting dread of homework, group projects, extracurricular 
activities, and whatever else plagues IMSA students. At the end 
of the day, I’m exhausted, wishing for a quality rest, just so that I 
may… do it all again the next day.

 If time is viewed as pure progression, then boredom can be  If time is viewed as pure progression, then boredom can be 
viewed as its antagonist. Inactive moments stretch to what may 
seem like years, while time flies by with any semblance of 
enjoyment. We thrive off any form of stimulation we can get. 
Given the choice between working on problem sets and sitting 
silently, the vast majority of us would choose the mathematics.

 The other day, I had my shortest school day ever. Three mods  The other day, I had my shortest school day ever. Three mods 
– yet anticipation for the end of the day turned three measly 
hours into eons. That isn’t to say there is no fun in school. The 
goal isn’t to criticize monotony, but to draw attention to it. I had 
the opportunity to pick out moments to lighten the boredom, 
but I spent my time dreaming of the future instead of living in 
the present.

  Combat boredom through eclecticism. It isn’t enough to   Combat boredom through eclecticism. It isn’t enough to 
merely find complexity in the mundane, without selecting what 
to take in and what to leave out. The path that you walk is 
decided by you alone.

I   Open your eyes. Take pleasure in the little things.

  By deeply considering what many cast aside as uninteresting   By deeply considering what many cast aside as uninteresting 
commonality, you are able to exercise your mind in an 
unmatched manner. To put it simply, taking the time to think 
better teaches how to think freely. Find your own Woodman’s, 
untouched by the flashier aspects of life, and consequently free 
of distraction.

  Although it's frequently shoved at us, IMSA students are truly   Although it's frequently shoved at us, IMSA students are truly 
Illinois’ best and brightest. However, it is no coincidence that 
the best and brightest also happen to be the most stressed and 
broken. Somewhere along the way, we become desensitized to 
the driving curiosity that took us this far. Learning becomes 
tedium, rather than a treat. We end up losing awareness of the 
sheer volume of incredible resources available at IMSA.

  Name another high school with a ludicrous offering of   Name another high school with a ludicrous offering of 
Ph.D.-holding teachers. How about one with sophisticated 
virtual reality technology and development led by students?

  There’s an ancient Chinese saying: “Good medicine tastes 
bitter.”

  Acknowledgment of IMSA’s merits is crucial to finding   Acknowledgment of IMSA’s merits is crucial to finding 
happiness, satisfaction, and fulfilment here. Instead of 
celebrating what greatness IMSA is able to provide, we take note 
of the un-pleasantries. We get caught up about a particularly dry 
pork loin at Sodexo, when we should be thankful for the ready 
availability of fresh meals. Boredom draws attention to the 
hiccups of life, when the focus should truly be on the immensely 
fortunate everyday offerings.fortunate everyday offerings.

  A day isn’t just a day, but an opportunity to break the   A day isn’t just a day, but an opportunity to break the 
monotony and its associated melancholy. Enjoy the most 
uninteresting events of everyday life, which we have taken for 
granted, and revel in what others would not give a second 
thought. Take time to stroll down the aisles of Woodman’s, be it 
literally or figuratively. Make an effort to find motivation, and 
the rest will follow. Defeat boredom and free yourself from its 
restraints to achieve the unachievable.restraints to achieve the unachievable.

go to Woodman’s several times a week. Not necessarily 
to buy anything, but just to take time and think. There’s 
something oddly relaxing about strolling through 
aisles, just reading nutrition facts on products.
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Seniors Speak Raghuram Koganti
5 Things IMSA Taught Me
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Seniors Speak Ravali Thimmapuram
Nostalgia

Nost- : 
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Seniors Speak Shivali Shukla
We Are More Than Mediocre
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Senior Statistics

5’ 7’’
male

Chicago suburbs,

immigrants

4 extracurriculars

2.5 hours a day

2 times a month

5 hours a night

3 naps a week.
zzz
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The world?
65.9% believe President Trump will run for reelection in 2020.
23.1% believe Nikki Haley will become the first female president.
42.9% believe the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will be solved in our lifetime.
28.6% believe Vladimir Putin will be deposed.
52.7% believe North Korea will have a revolution.
60.4% believe ISIS will fall.60.4% believe ISIS will fall.
53.8% believe self-driving cars will become standard by 2027.
75.8% believe we will get to Mars in our lifetime.
29.7% believe we will see World War III in our lifetimes.
42.9% believe we will find a cure for cancer in our lifetime.

IMSA?
63.7% believe a 2017 senior will win a Nobel Prize.
12.1% believe a 2017 senior will become President of the United States.12.1% believe a 2017 senior will become President of the United States.
24.2% believe IMSA will cease to exist before our 10-year-reunion.
13.2% believe IMSA will have cars on campus.
38.5% believe IMSA will build another residence hall.
19.8% believe IMSA will have IN3.
9.9% believe IMSA will have another campus.

Themselves?
6.7% will regret attending IMSA in the future.6.7% will regret attending IMSA in the future.
95.6% will attend the 10-year reunion in 2027.
76.7% will talk to their roommate in 10 years.
31.1% will send their kid to IMSA.

Class of ‘17 Predictions

Class of ‘17 Favorites

believe
we will
see the
apocalypse

5.5%

believe
a senior
will make
headlines

100%

will marry
an IMSA
alum

12.2%

1. La La Land
2. Zootopia

Movie of the
last year

1. House of Cards
2. How I Met Your Mother

TV Show

1. The Book Thief
2. To Kill A Mockingbird

Book

1. Facebook
2. YouTube

Website

1. Drake
2. Ed Sheeran

Music
Artist

1. Herschel Gupta
2. Stephen Curry

Sports Star

1. Chicago Cubs
2. Chicago Bulls

Sports Team

1. Cookie Bake
2. Orange Chicken

Sodexo Food

1. Microbes and Disease
2. Creative Writing 

Workshop

IMSA Course

1. Dr. Robert Kiely
2. Dr. Don Dosch

IMSA Teacher

1. Minerva Juarez
2. Amy Woods

IMSA
Administrator

1. Robyn Norton
2. Josiah Payne

Residential
Counselor
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senior
biographies

seniors through aspirations that fill them 
memories that define them, regrets that may 
not leave them, and mantras that guide them

Discover the minds that form the 
class of 2017. Their journeys are 
more than a statistic and tassel 
Learn a new side to the beloved 

.

.

,
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Senior Biographies
FP: Future Plans  BL: Bucket List  MMM: Most Memorable Memories

            BR: Biggest Regrets           WWW: Wise Words of Wisdom 

Aakash Lakshmanan

FP: I hope to get my PhD in physics and 
work as a professor at Princeton University 
or be accepted into the Institute for 
Advanced Study.

BL: Skydive, go to space, take a road trip BL: Skydive, go to space, take a road trip 
across America, eat two whole Chipotle 
burritos, learn a 5th language like French or 
Japanese.

MMM: My last Diwali Boy’s dance. My hour MMM: My last Diwali Boy’s dance. My hour 
long conversation sophomore year with 
Susriya. Geneva Commons sophomore year 
with Susriya and Robert. Athena's Sweet 16 
dance and party. Ordering sushi with Advai 
and Noble. Dancing and playing the almond 
game with Ram at the end of sophomore 
year. Naperville downtown with Sr. Palos, year. Naperville downtown with Sr. Palos, 
Krishi, and 07BDQ (Rajiv, Vimal, Waleed, 
Paul). Going to the CSO rehearsal in Chicago 
with Athena. Last week of sophomore year 
with Rajiv telling me “it'll all be alright”. 
Bdubs, coffeehouse, and piano room 
singing with Ayan, Madison, and Ram on 
Ram’s birthday. Hearing Pranav sing for first Ram’s birthday. Hearing Pranav sing for first 
time on stage at Diwali. Spending last 
summer in Chicago with Nitya. Oxford Day. 
Singing and going crazy with Ram and 
Herschel in quad senior year (also Black 
Widow with Hersch sophomore year). Every 
late night with Ayan.

BR: Not starting to work out earlier.BR: Not starting to work out earlier.

WWW: Sometimes it is the people no one 
imagines anything of who do the things no 
one can imagine.

Abby Mungcal

FP: I don't really have a plan.  In the next 10 
years, I just plan to be happy.

BL: Go back to the Philippines. Write and BL: Go back to the Philippines. Write and 
direct a short film (that is not Ice Cream 

Drive). Graduate college. Learn how to 
decently do music. Wear stilts.

MMM: Our sophomore year snow day. MMM: Our sophomore year snow day. 
Playing basketball outside 04. Planning Ice 
Cream Drive with Maria. Crying at the 
screams of children during summer Allies. 
Tuesday night movies with Kate and Megan. 
When Alexis and I were too loud late at 
night and our RC checked the fridge for 
in-room violators. Everyone’s cute and in-room violators. Everyone’s cute and 
weird poses during ISP photoshoots. 
Making “Straight Outta IMSA”. Everything 
about Tinikling. Ordering pizza with my 
American Studies class. Piggyback rides. 
Getting run over by our class during junior 
year homecoming. Not getting run over by 
anyone and winning our senior year anyone and winning our senior year 
homecoming. Getting extremely frustrated 
at extremely bad puns. Fun times at the 02 
swing set.

BR: Not getting to know everyone in our 
class as well as I would have liked.

WWW: Do what makes you happy.

Adam Grobman

FP: I honestly have no idea what I want to 
do with my life. Right now, I want to study 
CS, but in two years when I have to make 
that decision, who knows? 

BL: Visit every continent. Grow old with BL: Visit every continent. Grow old with 
someone. Remember the good. Enjoy every 
day. "Advance the human condition".

MMM: Sophomore nights in the Peer Tutor MMM: Sophomore nights in the Peer Tutor 
Room. Dinner at 5. Home Depot. NPH Peru 
Intersession. X-Tina Scoot's Good-Bye Party. 
Hair dying on the bridge (especially that 
time we made Kaleb look like a murderer). 
Clash 2015. 1501's annual high heel race. 
Ray's cult to Katie Pauss. Key Day. España 
con Palos. Clash 2016. Convocation fashion con Palos. Clash 2016. Convocation fashion 
show when Lucas embraced his true 
identity as trash. Pumpkin-gate. Clash 2017.

BR: Not getting to know people from all 

across campus better.

WWW: Before you can "advance the human 
condition," you have to maintain your own.

Adrian Bebenek

FP: Yale University, Neuroscience. Surgery. 
Medical Research.

BL: Forbes 30 Under 30. Travel the world for BL: Forbes 30 Under 30. Travel the world for 
one year. Learn another language. Be a good 
person. Staying in touch with IMSA friends.

MMM: Living with Krishi, Alex, David, Jae, MMM: Living with Krishi, Alex, David, Jae, 
Sriv, Pranav, Sushil. Random Saturday 
nights and horror movies with Jayoon. 
Basketball with Belford and his car lights. 
Disco Polo and ripsticking with Jacob. 
Spring Break 2016 with Akash and Eshan. 
“Requiem for a Dream” with David, Krishi, 
Alex. Late night talks with the Real Quad. Alex. Late night talks with the Real Quad. 
Fox Valley Mall trips. Bulldog Days dinner 
with IMSA alums. 05A Memes. Happiness 
when Real Quad got into college. Chicago 
and music with Nathan Errampalli. So much 
SIR. Skipping class on November 1st with 
David to start college app. Getting good at 
guitar.guitar.

BR: Not meeting people earlier. Starting 
college applications too late. Not quadding 
senior year. Not taking more risks and 
chances.

WWW: It always seems impossible until it's 
done.

Aira Peregrino

FP: Honestly, who knows?

BL: Write a book. Learn to play by ear. Make 
an impact on the world. Be happy.

MMM: Clash of the Halls. Lunar! Walking 
around campus late at night with friends. 
Bonding with wingmates. Move-in day.

BR: Taking too long to open up to people.BR: Taking too long to open up to people.

WWW: A dead end will only stop you if you 
don’t try to push through it.
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Akash Palani

Alexander Yow

Amarachi Okoli
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Amy Liu

Amy YuAmy Yu

Andrew Ye

Andriy Sheptunov
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Austin Choi

Ayrah GarciaAyrah Garcia

Caitlin O’Callaghan

Cecilia Chang

Daniel MartenDaniel Marten



Daniel Shin

David Ying
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Dhara Patel

Divya Dureja

Elliot ClevenElliot Cleven

Emma Mattson

Eshan Mehrotra
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Evan Sun

Eve Adami

Grace Park

Harsh Singh

Hector Correa

Heena Srivastava

Herschel GuptaHerschel Gupta



Hieu Nguyen
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Isabella Spinelli

Jacob Hortsman

Jair PowellJair Powell

FP: Future Plans  BL: Bucket List  MMM: Most Memorable Memories

            BR: Biggest Regrets           WWW: Wise Words of Wisdom 
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Jan Mangulabnan

Jasmine Shi

寝る

Jason Barraza

Jazmine Simmons

Jill Nelson

Justin Xu

Karolina Podsada



Kasey Cervantes

Katrina Kuhn
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Kayla Raflores

Krishi Korrapati

Lindy Hong
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Lisa Lin

Madison Dong

Mariah YelenickMariah Yelenick

Megan Estrada

Meghana Kamineni

Michael Dizon



Michelle Guo
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Michelle Zhu

Morgan Phillips 

Naomi Nakajima

Nathaniel Smith

Nikitha Garapaty

Nina Denne
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Nitya Talasila

Priya Sharma

Raghuram Koganti

Ramya Lakshmanan

Richard Osmund

Robert Lou



Rohit Mittapalli

Rongzhen Zhou
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Ryan HigginsRyan Higgins

Ryan Johnson

Sagar Nattuvetty

Samantha MurphySamantha Murphy

Samita Shrestha
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Samuel Okoli

Shivali ShuklaShivali Shukla

Simon Su

Sneha Pathuri

Soomin Park

Sruti Mohan

Teddy Khan

Tim Pan

Timothy Ramos

FP: Future Plans  BL: Bucket List  MMM: Most Memorable Memories

            BR: Biggest Regrets           WWW: Wise Words of Wisdom 



Vadini Agrawal

Vaidehi Suriyanarayanan

Vainius Normantas
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Wasan Kumar

Xinyu Guan

Yoanna Ivanova

Yugan Sakthi
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The Acronym would like to thank the 
Editors-in-Chief Shivali Shukla and 
Heena Srivastava, The Acronym 
faculty advisor Ms. Tracy Townsend, 
graphic designer Michael Dizon, and 
the IMSA News and Columns sections, 
including Alexis Giff, Aliah Shaira de 
Guzman, Aurora Harkleroad, Guzman, Aurora Harkleroad, 

Chandana Tetali, Eva Liu, Isabel Lee, 
Madison Dong, Nikitha Garapaty, 
Rebecca Lisk, Sneha Pathuri, and 

Sweta Kotha. This year’s Senior Edition 
was only possible with their incredible 

hard work and dedication. 

from the designer...
This year’s copy of the Senior Edition (the 
first one in eleven years!) was given life with 
the help of Starbucks frappucinos from the 
vending machines and Adobe Photoshop 
(because I don’t know how to use InDesign). 
To me, it’s a thank-you note for my last three 
years at IMSA, the place that has given me so 
much: my closest friends, my fondest much: my closest friends, my fondest 
memories, my lowest lows, and my highest 
highs. I hope you have as much fun reading 
it as I did making it.

With so, so much love,
Michael Dizon

Chief Graphic Designer




